
  

 

 
WLW CHOIR DOES THE CITY! 

 

 
 

 

   TO:  Parents of 2015-2016 Walled Lake Western Choir Students 

FROM:  Mr. Cleveland  

SUBJECT:  Proposed Choir Tour -- New York City, March 31 – April 4, 2016 

DATE: 9/12/2015 
  

 The 2016 WLW Choir Tour of New York City is a trip rich with unique experiences and 

opportunities for our WLW vocal music students and parent chaperones.  We will have time to SEE THE 

CITY, perform at a high school in Manhattan, and lots of wonderful NYC experiences taking in the culture, 

food, entertainment and more. This trip is not required of any student.  I offer this experience to enrich the 

students’ lives and help them grow as people.  If you have any questions or comments concerning this trip, 

please contact Mr. Cleveland.  gregcleveland@wlcsd.org or wlwchoirs@gmail.com. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:gregcleveland@wlcsd.org
mailto:wlwchoirs@gmail.com
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We will be seeing a total of THREE Broadway shows while we are in NYC.  TWO of them are opening this 

fall, so all original Broadway casts will be in these brand new productions of either revivals or new shows.  This 

is exciting because often out-of-town “tourists” see the older shows with the 2nd or 3rd tier casts, and the New 

Yorkers get to see the new productions with the original casts.  Not this time, WLW!   

 

SOMETHING ROTTEN!  

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8QDcLjQEUw       https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSvDzg3Up70          

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnvF6A2DCAE&list      

   
 

   
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=R8QDcLjQEUw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GSvDzg3Up70
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jnvF6A2DCAE&list
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OTHER POSSIBLE SHOWS that are opening this fall: 

 

FIDDLER ON THE ROOF  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3w4Ki2Dc9tE    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pdx1Y19OyLY     

    
 

    
 

THE COLOR PURPLE https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM1pWvsi6d8       

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctIFOZJ3W9I          https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DiWTwC6Ek8&list  

   
 

   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3w4Ki2Dc9tE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pdx1Y19OyLY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eM1pWvsi6d8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ctIFOZJ3W9I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1DiWTwC6Ek8&list
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For those of you DIEHARD THEATER GEEKOIDS, there will 

be an option of seeing a 4th show!  If you choose not to see 

another show, you will have extra shopping and sightseeing time 

in the City.  As on past trips when I’ve offered these two options, 

both groups are happy with their choices.  Those choosing to see 

a 4th show will be buy their ticket at the discount ticket booth, 

TKTS.  You don’t have to make the choice of which activity 

(theater vs shopping) until the day before the show. 

 
 

    

Today these shows can be found at the TKTS Half-Price Ticket Booth:  Finding Neverland, Allegiance, 

Les Miserables, Wicked, Lion King, Matilda, Chicago, Kinky Boots, Phantom of the Opera, Jersey Boys, 

An American In Paris, Amazing Grace, The King and I, and more… 
 

 

TENTATIVE ITINERARY 
(subject to change) 

  
 

Thursday – March 31 – Meals included today:  dinner 

1. Depart from your home via your own transportation to Detroit Metro Airport. 

2. Early am flight out of Detroit, arrive at Newark Airport. 

3. Transfer to the city via coach.  Welcome to the World’s Greatest City!   

4. Drop our luggage off at our hotel, HAMPTON INN MANHATTAN – MADISON SQUARE HOTEL, (31
st
 

Street, Mid-town, Manhattan), NY.  (Luggage left in a safe room as it’s too early to check in yet.)  

5. Take our first subway ride uptown to our school performance.  

6. Lunchtime is an on-your-own lunch -- small groups find food trucks, NY pizza slices, burritos or sushi for 

lunch near the area of the school. 

7. Performance at PARK EAST HIGH SCHOOL – PS495.  Perform 

at a school assembly, then have a meet-and-greet afterwards.  Pop 

concert style solo opportunities at this performance, minus the 

lights and fog. 

8. Head to midtown for our hotel and officially check-in and get our 

rooms.  Get settled and changed for the rest of the afternoon and 

evening! 

9. Head over to K-town, as it’s known in New York City.  Little Korea, for a great Korean BBQ, where YOU 

will cook your dinner right at your table.  

10. Take the subway to Times Square and the NYC Theater District for our first Broadway Show!  (See above 

for the possible show names – depending on ticket availability) 
11. After the show, walk through Times Square with the neon lights and catch our subway back to our hotel. 

12. Private nighttime security at the hotel, just to make sure everyone is safe and sound while sleeping. 
 

http://hamptoninn3.hilton.com/en/hotels/new-york/hampton-inn-manhattan-madison-square-garden-area-NYCHSHX/accommodations/index.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W9QMM_nTuC4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDgLGpTiz-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oyXc9DR7qSA
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Friday – April 1 –  Meals included today: breakfast, lunch, dinner 

1. Breakfast at the hotel before heading out for the day. 

2. Transfer to the YSOP – Youth Service Opportunities Project – where we will learn about the needy and 

homeless in NYC, and how they are served throughout the city. THEN, we divide up into groups and head 

out to soup kitchens and bread lines where we get to serve meals and help with the needs of  people in NYC.  

(Last time we did this, it was truly a highlight of the entire trip!)  We will 

have lunch with our small groups.   

3. Come back together at YSOP, debrief, and then continue getting to know 

this amazing city.  

4. Afterwards, take the subway to the Lower East Side to my favorite deli, 

KATZ’S DELI.  Katz’s is in the neighborhood where Ragtime took place, 

and was actually serving deli food at the turn of the century.  It is still 

most New Yorkers favorite place since 1888.   

5. Take the subway back up to Times Square to see and experience the lights 

and sounds of this area.  Have some time for looking around in shops. 

6. And now, our second BROADWAY SHOW of our trip!  (Exact show to be decided.) 

7. Head back into the center of  Times Square  to meet our professional photographer to take our famous 

WLW Choirs  LIVE IN TIMES SQUARE photo.  Everyone will receive an 8 x 10 photo keepsake. 

8. Back to the hotel, via subway, for a well deserved good night’s sleep. 

9. Again, our friend, the private security guard, will be in the halls keeping you safe. 
 

Saturday – April 2 - Meals included today: breakfast, dinner  

1. Enjoy breakfast before heading out for the day. 

2. Transfer to a Broadway Classroom in Rehearsal & Audition.  Together we take a class taught by several 

working Broadway actors/singers & dancers.  Last time we did this it was with some actors from Newsies.  
The class is called “MUSICAL THEATRE SONG AND MOVEMENT” – Learn the music, choreography and staging 

from a current Broadway musical. 
3. Lunch on your own (in small groups) before we head downtown. 

4. Transfer via subway to downtown and the ONE WORLD OBSERVATORY at Ground Zero. Located on the 

100th, 101st and 102nd level of the One World Trade Center, One World Observatory will offer views of New York 

City’s iconic sights, surrounding waters and skyline. The experience will go beyond the view as guests can explore 

three levels of the Observatory filled with innovation and inspiration. 

5. Head uptown via subway to a classy restaurant called BROADWAY JOE’S STEAKHOUSE.  (They offer other 

things other than steak, as well.)   
6. Walk to the theater for our THIRD Broadway musical!   

7. After the show, walk through Times Square and catch our subway back to our hotel. 
8. And now, a good night’s sleep.  We SING in the morning! 
 

Sunday – April 3 - Meals included today: breakfast, dinner 

1. Enjoy breakfast before heading out for the day. 

2. Depart for our performance location.  We will be singing at a local church of one of the students from Park 

East High School.  It won’t be a big, fancy place full of tourists, but instead a local, neighborhood church.  

It’s another way that we will meet local NYCers as we serve them with our music and songs. 

3. Depart for AFTERNOON OF OPTIONS:  Divide up into small groups for lunch on your own.  Choose 

between going to your FOURTH Broadway Musical as discussed above (extra cost will be between $60 - 

$80).  OR, choose to head down to the famous Lower West Side and walk the High Line.  It’s how New 

Yorkers spend their Sunday afternoons as well.  Also, this group will divide up and visit several other areas 

of town for shopping and sightseeing:  Central Park, 5
Th

 Avenue,  Soho, Times Square and more. 

4. Everyone meets up in Little Italy for a night of delicious, authentic Italian food at La Nonna’s.   

http://katzsdelicatessen.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pnu70rfgL-o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EEvEwLXdlEg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DpAIW2mNpbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qBIjhty-FUM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1tVsezifw4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D3Lwesg1Fk
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5. From Little Italy go to another NEW YORKER activity:  walk across the Brooklyn Bridge in the evening 

hours!  (weather permitting)  You’ll be amazed by the beauty with all of the lights.  This is where so many 

photos and scenes from movies take place.  Now you’ll be there too -- just like a local!   

6. Take an evening ride in the harbor on the Staten Island Ferry…enjoy the sights and the lights of one of the 

world’s greatest cities.  Again, New Yorkers ride this ferry during the day for work, and during the evening 

for pleasure and beauty. 

7. Head back to our hotel for a good night’s sleep. 

 

Monday – April 4 – Our final day in the CITY - Meals included: breakfast, lunch  

1. Before breakfast, pack up and check out of our rooms, placing suitcases in a secure storage area.  

2. Enjoy breakfast before heading out for the day. 

3. Depart for our second Broadway Workshop.  It’s called OPEN CALL and is taught 

by a Broadway casting director and often a Broadway actor or two.  This will be a 

chance to see what a Broadway audition is really like.  PLUS, 4 -6 of our WLW 

students will perform an audition song for this director, who gives pointers and tips 

for how auditions should be done.  WLW students have loved this class in the 

past….you will too! 

4. Head downtown to the famous Chinatown! 

5. Lunch time is at Mr. Cleveland’s favorite place (and now a favorite of so many other WLW students):  Jing 

Fong’s, an authentic Chinese DIM SUM restaurant.   It’s the largest Chinese restaurant outside of China! 

Together you choose-your-own food for your table from wandering server carts moving throughout the 

restaurant.  It’s the same type of lunch that millions of Chinese around the world eat every day.   

6. We will have time for possibly the BEST shopping in town…and for sure, the best deals in town.  After 

lunch walk around, shop, and enjoy free time in small groups in this interesting part of the world.   Great 

bargains found everywhere!  Yes, you can even haggle for prices in the outside shopping stalls.  

7. Transfer back to our hotel, load the coach with our luggage and souvenirs, and head to the airport.  A quick 

dinner will be on your own at the airpot. 

8. Arrive back at Detroit Metro Airport in the evening (around 9:00 pm) where your family will pick you up.   

9. You’ll still have 6 days of spring break vacation to rest up from our amazing adventure in the BIG APPLE!   

 
THE TOUR INCLUDES: 

* Round trip air transportation (Delta) 

* Local transportation provided aboard a first class, air-conditioned motorcoach from airport to hotel and back 

* First class accommodations for four nights in the Manhattan hotel with luggage storage upon arrival and departure 

* 7-day Unlimited Ride MetroCard (unlimited subway and local bus rides)  

* Four breakfasts, two lunches and four dinners  

* Three Broadway Musical tickets 

* Times Square / Group Photo 

* Two Broadway Classroom Workshops 

* One World Observatory ticket  

* Chinatown 

* YSOP Service Project 

*  All NYC experiences on itinerary 

* Private night time hotel security 

* All trip planning and arrangements  

* $3,000,000 Liability Insurance / SYTA Consumer Protection Plan Coverage 

* Basic trip insurance is included. Additional Cancel for Any Reason coverage is available for an additional charge and 

follows Educational Tours, Inc.’s cancellation policy 

* Individual Payment Processing and Handling Included  

* Member of the Student Youth Travel Association 

* Tour T-shirt 

* All gratuities and fuel surcharges included and ased on tariffs in effect 9/9/15. Subject to availability at time of booking 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WhKLT2gAAOw
http://brooklyn.about.com/od/brooklynbridge/a/How-To-Walk-The-Brooklyn-Bridge-Manhattan-To-Brooklyn-Brooklyn-To-Manhattan.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PeqTQG8TGKU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=L3nKBuvylXk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVFaArTc9VI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RVFaArTc9VI
http://www.jingfongny.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5A6K-kjpYlM
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* Health and accident insurance coverage, including medical evacuation, up to $2,500 per person included for all 

participants 

* 1-800-654-4560 Emergency phone service, answered 24 hours, provided for your peace of mind while the trip is in 

progress 

                     __________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

THE COSTS 
 

Below are 4 different prices for our trip.  The final price will depend upon the actual 

number of people traveling.  We will know this final cost once all have applied and paid 

their first payment.  The cost below is based on quad occupancy in the hotel. 

If we have 31 – 35travelers:  $1,657.00     

If we have 36 – 40 travelers:  $1,599.00  

If we have 41 – 45 travelers:  $1,584.00 

If we have 46 – 50 travelers:  $1,553.00 

 

FIFTY students and chaperones are the absolute limit for this trip. 
 

Chaperones may choose to pay an extra cost per person more for a double or single occupancy hotel room. 

                                               Double Occupancy Upgrade           Single Occupancy Upgrade 

If we have 31 – 35 travelers:   $334.00 per person                         $1,021.00 per person 

If we have 36 – 50 travelers:   $348.00 per person                         $1,035.00 per person 

 

CHOIR STUDENT FUND RAISING 
There will be fundraisers sponsored by the Choir Boosters that will give each choir student the opportunity to 

help lower the cost of his/her trip.  The MIXED BAG sale starts on Sept. 29 and goes till Oct. 30, a great chance 

to earn money for choir expenses (many students did last spring).  Also, see the choir website for more 

information – SCRIP Sales and other fundraisers.  It is expected that students may raise funds to assist with 

their trip cost by participating in these fundraisers. Other students will earn their needed money through part-

time jobs, money gifts from parents and relatives, or a combination of all three ways.  We encourage you to talk 

over these options with your family.    

 

PLEASE NOTE: 

STUDENTS:  Please remember that each of you will be applying to participate in this trip.  Just because 

you apply and turn in your deposit does not guarantee that you will go.  Just because you have traveled on a 

choir trip in the past does NOT guarantee you that you will be accepted for this trip.  This is a performance 

choir, and we need to have a well-balanced choir that knows how to sing and perform.  I am looking to take 

students who can be serious when it comes to performing as well as students who want to experience the real 

New York City.  This trip will take great stamina!  New York is a very busy, fast-paced city.  I would love to 

have you be a part of this trip if you have what it takes.  I see you on a daily basis and have a general idea of 

how you work and what kind of self-discipline you have.   

 

******If you are not accepted, your check will be returned to you.******* 
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CHAPERONES:  We will be looking for at least 8 - 10 parent chaperones for our trip.  We will NOT be 

able to travel without these important people.  This is a WONDERFUL time for a parent and their child to do 

something positive together while in high school.   

  

Chaperones should apply at the same time as their child.  Please use the attached chaperone application form.  

Because of limited space, not everyone applying may be able to participate as a chaperone. Please apply as early 

as possible.  Please realize that just because you have traveled on a previous choir trip, that it does not guarantee 

your participation on this trip.   

 

At the time of application, please indicate if you want to stay in the standard quad room with other 

chaperones.  If you want to upgrade to a double room, please indicate with whom you would like to 

upgrade or if you are open to any adult chaperone of the same gender.   
 

Please read over the application for deposit information.  A final detailed agenda of the trip will be made 

available at a trip member / parent meeting in March.  If you have any questions at all, please feel free to email 

me.  Gregcleveland@wlcsd.org  or  wlwchoirs@gmail.com . 

 

AND NOW. . .  
 

Return completed application registration form to Mr. Cleveland, along with your non-refundable 

deposit check or money order of $350.00 by September 29th.   Make checks payable to: EDUCATIONAL 

TOURS INC.  After this first payment, you will make all other payments directly to Educational Tours 

Inc. as they will handle all of the personal billing service.  Passengers may pay ETI directly through their  

website using a credit card or mail checks to their office.       www.Tours-eti.com  

  

Of course, if a student has WLW Choir Boosters Student Credit Funds in his/her account, they may use those 

funds to pay towards their trip.  Contact Mr. Dan Wagner for more information.  Dan2085@comcast.net 

 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 
Due Date     Payment  
Sept 29 -   $350  
Oct 29 -     $350 

Nov. 29 -   $350 

Jan. 15 -    $350 

Feb 15 -     $257  or  $199  or  $184  or  $153  (whatever the final amount is depends on the 
number of  actual travelers. See above) 

                         
 

PLEASE NOTE:  

1. Because of the nature of this trip, there can be no refunds 

whatsoever.   This is our tour company’s policy.  We are buying 

Broadway Theater tickets, and reserving and paying other 

companies for our activities. All of which are non-refundable!  
2. Please realize that if a student is excluded from the trip due to behavior problems at WLW, there will 

be no refunds.  

3. Please plan ahead.  There will be no refunds for any conflicting calendar events!  

 

mailto:Gregcleveland@wlcsd.org
mailto:wlwchoirs@gmail.com
http://www.tours-eti.com/
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STUDENT REGISTRATION FORM 
 

WALLED LAKE WESTERN HIGH SCHOOL 

CHOIR TOUR of NYC 

March 31 - April 4, 2016 
 

 

First Name________________________ Last Name__________________________________ 
 

Parent(s) Name ____________________ Last Name _________________________________ 

 

Address______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City _____________________________ ST _______ Zip _____________________________ 

 

Daytime phone  (_____)_____________ Evening phone   (____)________________________ 

 

Parent email address  ___________________________________  Student’s age by 3/31/16 ______ 

 

Choir Students, circle your choir    CS    BC     MC   WC      and your voice part     S    A    T    B 

 

I would like to apply for participation in the Western Choir to NYC.  I understand that this is a private undertaking by Mr. 

Cleveland and is neither sponsored nor funded by the Walled Lake Consolidated School District.  

I understand the total cost to each participant.  I understand the payment schedule and I will 

adhere strictly to this schedule. 
I understand that during the entire trip the possession or use of drugs, alcohol, or tobacco will be strictly prohibited.  In 

addition, strict evening curfews will be set, to which all participants must adhere.  Any violations to these rules could result in being 

sent home at additional expense to parents.  WLW administrative discipline will take place when we return. 

 

 

 

Please return completed registration form to Mr. Greg Cleveland along with your non-refundable deposit check 

or money order of $350.00 by Sept. 29, 2015.  Make checks payable to WLW Choir. 
 

 

 

 

CANCELLATION POLICY: 

There is none.  Due to the nature of this choir trip and all of the pre-payments that we must make, all monies are non-

refundable upon payment.    

 

As a parent or guardian, I understand and agree to the above cancellation policy.  I also understand that 

I will be invoiced for the remaining payments. 
 

 

 

____________________________________        _________________________________________ 

Student Signature                                  Please Print Name 

 

 

 

____________________________________        _________________________________________ 

Parent or Guardian Signature                       Please Print Name    
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CHAPERONE REGISTRATION FORM 
 

WALLED LAKE WESTERN HIGH SCHOOL 

CHOIR TOUR of NYC March 31 - April 4, 2016 
 

 

First Name________________________ Last Name__________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________________________________________ 

 

City _____________________________ ST _______ Zip _____________________________ 

 

Daytime phone  (_____)_____________ Evening phone   (____)________________________ 

 

Email Address _______________________________  Your Child’s Name _________________ 

 

Do you have roommate preferences?  Who?___________________________________________ 

 

Would you like to pay the difference and stay in a double room? ___________________________ 

 

Have you been to NYC before? _______  If yes, when? ________________________________ 

 
Return completed registration form to Mr. Greg Cleveland along with your non-refundable deposit 

check or money order of $350.00 by Sept. 29, 2015.  Make checks payable to WLW Choir. 
 

CANCELLATION POLICY: 

There is none.  Due to the nature of this choir trip and all of the pre-payments that we must make, all monies are non-

refundable upon payment.    

 

 

 

_____________________________________         ___________________________________ 

Signature                                       Please Print Name  

 

We could NOT do these trips for our students without your help.  So, in advance, thanks for your financial 

commitment, your time commitment, your energy and care commitment.   

 

 You should set the standard for the group.  The students will follow the WLW Student Code at all times 

on the trip.  They will be watching you as you follow the expectations, too.  Yes, we are adults and don’t 

normally follow this kind of code, but here are our thoughts concerning drinking and smoking while on student 

choir trips from Walled Lake Western:  

  

 Drinking – There will be no drinking for chaperones.  This is WLCS policy. This is a short trip and we 

trust that you can wait till you get back home.  Chaperones have definite responsibilities and should always be 

in a position to take charge in an emergency situation.  If this will be hard for you, please do not plan on 

applying for a chaperone position. 

 

   Smoking - We have had several chaperones on prior trips use this opportunity to quit.  They used 

patches and had good success.  If you feel you must smoke, we must ask that you never smoke at meal times or 

at times when the students are together.  Of course, there are some students who will have to deal with our no 

smoking rule as well, but they do not have any options.  They can’t smoke.  Your example will help them. 
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